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Amendments to the Claims : 

. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Lietinq of Claims: 

1. (previously presented) A method for accessing a directory server, the 
method comprising: 

simultaneously maintaining a first plurality of connections between the 

directory server and a caching daemon; 
determining if an application is requesting information from the directory 

server; 

detennining if the requested information is stored in the caching daemon in 
response to determining that the application has requested 
information; and 

sending the requested information to the application. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein detemnining if an application is 
requesting information from the directory server further comprises: 

establishing a second connection between the application and the caching 
daemon; and 

receiving a request for information from the application over the second 
connection at the caching daemon. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

retrieving the requested infonnation from the caching daemon in response 
to determining that the caching daemon has the infonnation stored 
therein. 
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4. {Original) The method of claim 1 . further comprising: 

retrieving the requested infomiation from the directory server in response 
to determining that the caching daemon has not previously stored 
the information. 



5. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

storing the information retrieved from the directory server at the caching 
daemon. 



6. (Previously presented) An apparatus, comprising: 
a directory server for storing information; and 

a caching daemon maintaining a plurality of connections to the directory 
server, the caching daemon configured to determine if an 
application is requesting information from the directory server, 
determine if the requested information is stored vtfithin the caching 
daemon; and send the requested infomiation to the application. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the caching daemon is 
further adapted to establish a second connection with the application and receive 
a request for information from the application over the second connection. 



8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 6. wherein the caching daemon 
comprises: 

a data cache adapted to store a subset of the information stored in the 

directory server; and 
wherein the caching daemon Is further adapted to retrieve the requested 

Information from the data cache In response to determining that the 

requested Information Is part of the subset of Infomiation stored 

therein. 
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9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the caching daemon is 
further adapted to retrieve the requested Information from the directory server in 
response to determining that the requested information is not stored within the 
data cache. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the caching daemon Is 
further adapted to store the requested information retrieved from the directory 
server in the data cache. 

11. (Original) An apparatus for accessing a directory server^ the apparatus 
comprising: 

means for establishing a first plurality of simultaneously mnning 
connections between the directory server and a caching daemon; 

means for detennining if an application is requesting information from the 
directory server; 

means for determining if the requested information is stored in the caching 
daemon in response to detennining that the application has 
requested information; and 

means for sending the requested information to the application. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11. wherein the means for detennining If 
an application is requesting information from the directory server further 
comprises: 

means for establishing a second connection between the application and 

the caching daemon; and 
means for receiving a request for information from the application over the 

second connection at the caching daemon. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising; 

means for retrieving the requested Information from the caching daemon in 
response to determining that the caching daemon has the 
information stored therein. 

14. (Original) The method of ciaim 1 1 . further comprising: 

means for retrieving the requested information from the directory server in 
response to determining that the caching daemon has not 
previously stored the information. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising: 

means for storing the infomnatlon retrieved from the directory sen/er at the 
caching daemon. 

16. (Previously presented) A caching daemon, comprising: 

a data cache adapted to store a subset of information from a directory 
server; and 

a controller adapted to establish and maintain a first plurality of 
connections to the directory server, determine if an application is 
requesting Infomnation from the directory server, determining if the 
requested information is stored in the data cache, and send the 
requested information to the application. 

17. (Original) The caching daemon of claim 16, wherein the controller is 
further adapted to establish a second connection to the application and receive a 
request for information from the application over the second connection. 

18. (Original) The caching daemon of claim 16, wherein the controlier is 
further adapted to retrieve the requested infomnation from the data cache in 
response to determining that the data cache has the information stored therein. 
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19. (Original) the caching daemon of claim 16, wherein the controller is 
further adapted to retrieve the requested information from the directory server in 
response to determining that the data cache does not have the information stored 
therein. 

20. (Original) The caching daemon of claim 19, wherein the controller is 
further adapted to store the information fetrieved from the directory server at the 
data cache. 

21. (Currently amended) A method for accessing a directory server, the 
method comprising: 

simultaneously maintaining a plurality of conn ections between the directory 
server and a liohtweiaht directory access protocol TLDAP") caching 
daemon: 

determining if an application is requesting information from the directory 
server; 

determining if the requested information Is stored in a l ightw ei ght d i r e ctory 
nnno RR protoco l TLDAP"^ t he LDAP caching daemon in response to 
determining that the application has requested Infomnation; and 

sending the requested information to the application. 

22. (Cancelled). 

23. (Previously presented) The method of claim 21 , wherein determining if an 
application is requesting information from the directory server further comprises: 

establishing a connection between the application and the LDAP caching 
daemon; and 

receiving a request for information from the application over the 
connection at the LDAP caching daemon. 
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24. (Previously presented) The method of claim 21 , further comprising: 
retrieving/the requested information from the LDAP caching daemon in 

response to detemnining that the LDAP caching daemon has the 
infomiation stored therein. 

25. (Previously presented) The method of claim 21 , further comprising: 
retrieving the requested information from the directory server In response 

to determining that the LDAP caching daemon has not previously 
stored the infonmatlon. 

26. (Previously presented) The method of claim 25. further comprising: 
storing the Infomiation retrieved from the directory server at the LDAP 

caching daemon. 

27. (Currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 
a directory server for storing Information; and 

a lightweight directory access protocol ("LDAP") caching daemon, the 
LDAP caching daemon configured to maintain a oluralitv of 
connections to the directory server, determine if an application is 
requesting infomiation from the directory server, determine if the 
requested information Is stored wrthin the LDAP caching daemon; 
and send the requested Information to the application. 

28. (Cancelled). 

29. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the LDAP 
caching daemon is further configured to establish a connection with the 
application and receive a request for information from the application over the 
connection. 
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30. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 27. wherein the LDAP 
caching daemon comprises: 

a data cache adapted to store a subset of the infomiation stored in the 

directory server; and 
wherein the LDAP caching daemon is further configured to retrieve the 
requested information from the data cache in response to 
determining that the requested information Is part of the subset of 
information stored therein. 

31 (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the LDAP 
caching daemon Is further configured to retrieve the requested infomiation from 
the directory server in response to determining that the requested information is 
not stored within the data cache. 

32. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 31. wherein the LDAP 
caching daemon is further configured to store the requested infomiation retrieved 
from the directory server In the data cache. 

33. (Currently amended) A lightweight directory access protocol ("LDAP") 
caching daemon, comprising: 

a data cache that stores a subset of information from a directory server; 
and 

a controller configured to establish an d maintain a first pluralitv of 
connections to the directory server determine if an application Is 
requesting infonmation from the directory server, determine if the 
requested information is stored !n the data cache, and send the 
requested Infomiation to the application. 

34- (Cancelled). 
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35. (Previously presented) The LDAP caching daemon of claim 33, wherein 
the controller Is further configured to establish a connection to the application and 
receive a request for infomnation from the application over the connection. 

36. (Previously presented) The LDAP caching daemon of claim 33, wherein 
the controller is further configured to retrieve the requested information from the 
data cache if the data cache has the infonnation stored therein. 

37. (Previously presented) The LDAP caching daemon of claim 33. wherein 
the controller is further configured to retrieve the requested infonmation from the 
directory server if the data cache does not have the infomnation stored therein. 

38. (Previously presented) The LDAP caching daemon of claim 37, wherein 
the controller is further configured to store the information retrieved from the 
directory server at the data cache. 

39. (Currently amended) A method for accessing a directory sen/er, the 
method comprising: 

continuously maintaining a plurality of connections between the directory 
server and a lightweight directory access protocol caching ("LDAP") 
caching daemon[[.3]i 

receiving fn^m an application a request for infonnation from the directory 
server; 

using a connection of the plurality of connections to retrieve the requested 

information from the directory server; and 
sending the requested information to the application. 

40. (Previously presented) The method of claim 39, further comprising: 
retrieving the requested Information from the LDAP caching daemon if the 

requested information is stored in the LDAP caching daemon, and 
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wherein using a connection further comprises using the connection if the 
requested information is not stored in the LDAP caching daemon. 

41 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 39, further comprising: 
storing the Information retrieved from the directory server at the LDAP 

caching daemon. 

42. (Previously presented) A lightweight directory access protocol ("LDAP") 
caching daemon, comprising: 

a data cache that stores a subset of infomfiatlon from a directory server; 
and 

a controller configured to establish and maintain a plurality of connections 
to a directory server, receive from an application a request for 
information from the directory server, use a connection of the 
plurality of connections to retrieve the requested infonnation from 
the directory server, and send the requested information to the 
application, 

43. (Previously presented) The LDAP caching daemon of claim 42, wherein 
the controller is further configured to retrieve the requested information from the 
data cache if the requested infomnation is stored in the data cache, and to use the 
connection if the requested information Is not stored in the data cache. 

44. (Previously presented) The LDAP caching daemon of claim 42, wherein 
the controller is further configured to store the information retrieved from the 
directory server at the LDAP caching daemon. 
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